HOLINESS. 


MAY, 1853. 


pe 


ORIGINAL. 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


OBJECTIONS OBVIATED — HOW ‘TO GUARD AGAINST APOSTACY. 


ONE very common objection brought against the doctrine of 
Christian Perfection, in its application to individuals is, that many 
who once professed it, have apostatized, and thereby nrougie a 
reproach upon themselves and the cause of God. 

Allowing the fact that many such have apostatized from the 
faith they once professed, it no more militates against the gen- 
‘uineness of their religion, even the religion of “ perfect love,” 
than it does against the reality of conversion or justification, 
because many of the latter, who once were. loud in their profes- 
sion of this blessing, have backslidden, and thereby disgraced 


been many such, and are such now, none will dispute. They have 
made “shipwreck of faith and a good conscience,” and have 
proved by their conduct the dangerous possibility of falling from 
grace. There were such in the apostles’ days, of ‘“‘ whom were 
Hymeneus and Philetus, who, concerning the faith, have made 
shipwreck,” and thousands of others who have been stranded on 


the rocky shores of life, and there they have lain as lasting monu- 
VOL. XXIII. 
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themselves and the cause they had espoused. That there have | 
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| ments of the just ‘alias é Almighty God, against those who 


have “ turned aside from the holy commandment delivered unto | 
them.”? What, then? Are we to conclude that there is no 
reality in religion? No truth in Christianity? We might as 
well conclude there is no such thing as success in mercantile pur- 
suits, because some merchants have failed and brought poverty 


upon themselves, and perhaps ruin upon many of their creditors. 
But as these apostacies do not prove either that there was no 


reality in the blessing of justification which they once professed to 
enjoy, or in the truth of that Christianity on which that profession 
was founded; so neither does the apostacy of a profession of 


| Christian perfection invalidate the’ truth of his profession, nor, 


in the estimation of candid judges, render the cause in which 


they were engaged suspicious, or unworthy of our pursuit. It is 


allowed that there have been, and probably are now, those who 
have professed, and do now profess, this high state of grace, who 
may have been mistaken, though sincere; and these doubtless will 
sooner or later exhibit themselves as unworthy of their profession, 
or they may be convinced of their error, and may by the mercy. 


of God in Christ Jesus, get their hearts again filled with the 


true love of God. Others, actuated by a vain desire to palm > 
themselves off for something which they are not, under the 
promptings of pride and unholy ambition, may make a profession 
of a religion to which they are strangers, and who like Ananias and 
Saphira, may “lie unto the Holy Ghost;”’ but these will soon 
shew themselves out in their true character as those unhappy ~ 
individuals did, and thus prove, not the fallaciousness of the religion 
which they confessed with their lips, but the pride and deceitful- 
ness of their own hearts which beguiled them into this false pro- 
fession. ‘‘ What is the chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord.” Let 


| those chaffy, hollow-hearted professors be separated from the 


wheat, the solid possessors of the holy love for which we plead, 
and let the former, if:they will persist in their deceit, be driven 
away by the whirlwind of Divine wrath, as they certainly will be 
unless they timely repent, while the wheat, the sincere and holy 
professor of godliness, will be gathered into the garner of God. 
Let, then, these empty professors go for what they are worth, and © 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


they are worth nothing more than “ thorns, briars,”’ which will 


serve to kindle the fire of God’s wrath in that day when He shall - 


“make up His jewels,” and “burn up the chaff,’ the wicked, 
with unquenchable fire.” 


_ There may also be those among the most diet, and who have — 
attained like precious faith,” with those who actually enjoy the | 


7 heights and depths” of redeeming love, who may, by some 
circumstance, ‘have ‘fallen from their steadfastness,”” 

and have gone so far back as to have “ forgotten they were once 
purged from their old sins.” Perhaps they may have fallen by 
_ the injudicious teachings of those very persons who now make the 
objections we are endeavoring to obviate. These objectors may 
have succeeded in making these young converts to the faith of per- 
fect love believe that it is wrong to make an open profession of 
their experience ; and as a pent up fire will soon go out, so those 
whose hearts were once burning with the fire of this love; were 
- induced to hold their peace, and the fire has ceased to burn in 
their hearts and to shine out in their lives. But by whatever 
cause they may have backslidden from God, they no more prove 
that there is no such thing as loving God with all the heart, and 


our neighbor as ourselves, than the fallen tree proves that it never 
stood with its roots fixed in the earth. Neither the hypocrite, the | 


deceived professor, nor the fallen believer proves, that there is no 
reality in the religion of perfect love. If they did, then there is 
no reality in Christianity itself, for many have hypocritically pro- 
fessed a belief in its truths, others have falsified its doctrines by 
the inconsistency of their lives ; while some who once embraced it 
heartily, have since apostatized from it, and brought shame 
upon themselves and upon the cause they had espoused. — 
But still it remains an eternal truth that though the church 


may be shaken by the evil conduct of hypocrites, mistaken 


_ professors, and apostates, the ‘‘ foundation standeth sure,”’ firmer 
than the pillars of heaven, that God is ‘able to save to the utter- 
most all that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them.’’ Let then the sincere believer take 
courage, and not be ‘ removed from the hope set before him,” by 
any objection that may be brought, by any obstacles that may be 
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thrown in his way, nor yet by any impediments he may find in his 
own heart, but go to God by faith and prayer, which he may offer 
up in the following energetic words of the poet : — 


“ Lord, if I on thee believe, 
_ Thy perfect love impart; 
With th’ indwelling spirit give 
_ A new and contrite heart ; 
If with love thy heart be stir’d, 
If now o’er me thy bowels move, © 
Help me, Saviour, speak the word, 
And perfect me in love.” 


_ This prayer answered, he shall go on his way rejoicing, stopping 
his ears to all the cries of his adversaries, whether visible or invis- 
ible, whether. they appear in the form of open enemies or dis- 
guised friends, saying to them all, “follow me as I follow Christ.” 

That there are many such I forily believe ; and if all whose 
judgments are convinced of the truth, would but seek until they 
find this ‘ pearl of great price,” would boldly and meekly pro- 
claim it to their fellow Christians, and urge them on in the pursuit 


of the same inestimable blessing, and continually exemplify the - 


soundness of their faith by the exemplinaryness of their lives, 


the number of converts would be daily increased, and the church 
would be filled with the glory of God, while they all would march 


on in the strength of their Divine. Head, singing as they go the 


: following words of victorious faith : — 


—“Blest, O Israel, art thou! 
_ What people is like to thee ! 
-Sav’d from sin by Jesus now, 
Thou art, and still shalt be ; 
Jesus is thy sevenfold shield, © 
Jesus is thy flaming sword ; 

Earth, and hell, and sin, shall yield 
To God’s Almighty Word.” 


These things being considered, let us inquire, very briefly, how 


WE MAY GUARD AGAIN ST APOSTACY. 


1. We must, in the first place, embrace the doctrine under- 
standingly, with all our hearts. 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


2. We must, after basing attained to this purity of heart, con- 


tinually press forward after more and more of the mind of Christ, 
s forgetting the things which are behind, press towards the mark 
of the prize of our high calling of God in Christ J esus.”” 


8. In order to this we must watch and pray, that we fall not 


‘into temptation, shunning every evil, and walking in the good and 
right way. 


4. We must not shun to disclose, ‘on all suitable occasions, what 


God has done for our souls in washing us from our sins in the 


blood of Jesus Christ. 


5. Above all, we must remember that we are “ kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation.” 


6. This will lead us to “live by faith in the Son of God, who 


hath loved us, and given himself for us.” As he has promised to 


keep us, we are authorized to believe it; and believing it, we hold | 


on to the promise under all possible circumstances, and so long as 
_we-thus hold on by faith, we are safe. 


7. “If these things be in us and abound, they will make us, 


| that we shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of | 


the Lord Jesus Christ.”” We shall continually “ grow in grace,” 
abound in good works, and thus abiding in the vine, “ He pores 
us that we may bring forth more fruit.” 


8. In the midst of all these things, and the ten thousand con-_ 


flicts in which we shall be engaged, we must remember that the 
“race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, but it is of 
God that sheweth mercy.”” We must not, therefore, depend 
upon ourselves, upon our own wisdom, or strength, or upon any 
thing we can do, but upon Him “ who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.” And as 
it is written, ‘‘ greater is he that is for us, than he that is against 
us,’ we need not fear all the adverse powers of earth and hell, 


because he who is for us, who defends, guides, sustains, and ~ 


secures us, ‘ will never leave or forsake us.”” We may, there- 
fore, confidently adopt the language of the poet: —_ 
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“ Light of the world! thy beams I bless! 
On thee, bright Sun of righteousness, 
My faith hath fixed its eye; 
Guided by thee through all I go, 
Nor fear the ruins spread below, 
For thou art always nigh.” 


UNION WITH CHRIST. 


FYROM THE OBERLIN EVANOELIST. 


Tue doctrine of the New Testament on this subject deserves to 
be carefully studied, and the more so because there is great 


reason to believe that the church at large has sadly receded and | 
fallen from the views of it, as taught by Christ and his ee. 


The reasons to which we refer are two-fold. 


1. The language and figures employed in the Scriptures to 
represent this thing are rarely used in modern times. The pre-_ 
sumption from this fact is that the thing itself has dropped out of 


mind. We are aware that sometimes forms of language are 


changed merely on the ground of taste, other synonymous expres- 


sions being substituted in their place; in which case the disap- 
pearance of ancient forms of speech does not prove the absence 
of the idea from the common mind. But in the present case we 
are not aware that any analogous forms of expression, of nearly 
equal force, are substituted in the place of the lost expressions. 


Hence we seemed compelled to infer that here is a truth—a vastly — 


important truth, which has in no small measure Geappeared: from 


the current sentiments of the church. 
2. A second reason for our fear that the church has greatly 


receded from the doctrine of the New Testament on this subject, 
is, the great deficiency in the described fruits of this doctrine. 
In speaking of this vital union, both Christ and his apostles are 
very careful to state that 2 will produce the fruit of holiness, 
abundantly. ‘‘He that abideth in me and [ in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit.” Especially, great prevalence in 
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VITAL UNION WITH CHRIST. — 185 


prayer ; for our Lord says: “If ye abide in me and my words . 


sical in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 


you.’ And the beloved disciple writes :- “ Whosoever abideth in 
him sinneth not.” 


It would seem, therefore, that the jruia s must unfailingly testify 


to the presence of this vital union wherever it exists. And the 


absence of the fruit must prove the vital connection broken. 


Far be it from us to pass censorious judgments upon professed — 


Christians. Yet even the largest Christian charity must not be 
blind to the fact that mapy professed Christians do not bring forth 
such fruits of holiness 4s the Scriptures connect invariably with 
this vital union to Christ. Hence we are pressed to the inference 
that the doctrine has lost its practical power over many minds. 
The thing itself is foreign from their experience. 

What is this vital union with Christ ? 

To the sacred word we turn to find it. described. Foremost in 
the passages which describe it stands Jno. xv. 1-11. This remark- 
able passage makes Christ the vine, and his people its branches. 
They are in the vine by a living and life-imparting connection. 


As the branches cannot live severed from the parent vine, no more 


can they severed from their Lord. As the branches do live when 
the vital connection is complete, so do Christ’s people while they 
remain in Christ. 

This figure is plain; we do not see how anything could speak 
more plainly, or reveal its truth more forcibly. It is imteresting 
to note how our Lord dwells upon it, and turns it over and over, 
to give us all its manifold bearings and applications. If an ap- 


parent branch does not bear fruit, the husbandman taketh it away ;_ 
it is an incumbrance, and is cut off and piled up for burning. If 


any branch bears fruit, He prunes it that it may bear more and 
better. ‘Too many leaves and shoots diminish the froithearing 
power. 
ss Still again ; the branch cannot bear fruit of itself. Everybody 
expects a dissevered branch to wither and die. It must remain 
in the vine, not in appearance merely, but in reality—else no fruit 
can be borne. So of Christ’s people. 
But remaining under power of this living union, the branches 
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186 TO HOLINESS. 


will produce fruit. So Christ affirms of the believer. ‘The 
same bringeth forth much fruit.” ia 
This remarkable passage, we must suppose, gave rise to that 


very peculiar, | yet very common mode of designating a Christian 
as one ‘¢ an Christ.” 


knew a man in Christ. Cor. xi. 2. | 
‘¢ Andronicus and Junia, who were also in Christ before me.” es 
—Rom. xvi. 7. 
‘The churches of Judea which were zn Christ. 
“That I may win Christ and be found in Him.”—Phil. iii. 9. 
_“ Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not.”’—1 Jno. i. 6. 
Corresponding to this, and growing out of the same figure, 
Christ is said to be im his saints. ‘* He that abideth in me, and I - 


in him.’’—Jno. xv. 5. | 
“¥e are of God, and have overcome ...... . because 

greater is He that is in you, than he that is in 1 the world.” — | ] 

1 Jno. iv. 4. | ae | 


By a figure somewhat analogous, Christ is made the bk, and 
his people the various members of the same body. As the nervous 
influence from its centre in the head imparts vitality to the whole 
animal system, so from Christ the Head flows the vital power : 
which vivifies his people. Thus Paul speaks: ‘‘ That ye may 
grow up into Him in all things who is the head, even Christ ; from 
whom the whole body, well fitted and compacted by each supply- 
ing joint, each part acting with energy, effects the growth of the | _ ae | 

body to the edifying of itself in love.” So we render that strik-_ 


ing passage Eph. iv. 16. Its basis is the physiological relation of | 
the head to the other members of the body. i 
In close sympathy with this figure is yet another, brought out. 
in Jno. vi. 85-58. The Jews were boasting of the manna which 
Moses brought down from heaven for their fathers to eat. Christ 
replies, Z’hat came not from real heaven; my Father gives you 
the true bread from heaven—even my own flesh and blood, which 
ye must eat or die; and which if ye eat ye shall live forever. 
How beautifully he dwells on this figure! ‘‘ Whosoever eateth 
my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; for my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth 
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93 


Such are am the deures of speech under which this vital 


union with Christ is represented. How well do they deserve to 
be deeply studied! How rich the 0 is they contain and are 


ready to impart ! 


The union which they represent is more than merely i in name 
and profession. Indeed it would seem that the Scriptures in- 


tended specially to exclude this sort of union, and show us that. 


precisely this is not the union intended, and hence that those who 
are Christ’s only in name are not Christ’s at all. : 

Again: it is not a union made by mere ceremonies and ordi- 
nances. The idea of vitality, everywhere made prominent, forbids 
us to apply the language to any relation constituted by any sort 
of external ordinance. No matter how much you have been bap- 


tised or how much you have eaten of the sacramental bread, it 
cannot be that those things of themselves create and compose this 


living union. 


- Moreover, it is plain that this union must be more than any and 


all mere resolutions on our part. ‘There is a wide difference 


between resolutions and faith, as there is universally between © 


doing in our own strength, and relying upon the strength of God, 
entered within us. Now the branch in the vine actually recezves 


vitality from the root and trunk. It does not live and bear fruit 
by simply putting forth its own independent efforts. ‘ Without 


me,” said Christ in this very connection, —“‘ without me ye can 
do ce a Whoever, then, is trying to live a Christian life by 


dint of mere resolution and of mere independent effort — apart | 


from Christ, has yet to learn the power of this union with Jesus. 

Yet, once more: this union amounts to more on Christ’s part 
than a pledge to give his people holiness in heaven. For you 
observe, it distinctly contemplates making them “ bear fruit” here; 
making them all prevalent in prayer here ; causing them here to 
““ orow up to the edifying themselves in love.’’ It will not suffice, 
therefore, to restrict it to a guaranty of holiness to be acquired in 
another world,—for it too obviously Involves as the very thing, the 
production of holiness as its fruit, here. 


my ech ana drinketh my blood dwelleth in Me and I in 


him.” 
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Coming, then, to the affirmative form of statement, we must say — 
that the essential idea is that of a lifecmparting connection —a i 
relation which transmits vitality from Christ to his people — which - 
ensures holiness as its direct and certain result. It gives spiritual } | 
life and strength, and produces spiritual growth and fruits. It is ) 
| something more than having truth about Christ in our minds, for | — | 
it is having Christ himself there. ‘Truth concerning Christ is by oe aN 
| no means excluded ; nay, it must be present, but it is just as true i= 
that a divine agent is there with it, giving it a quickening power. 
The divine Spirit in the soul, sought in prayer, cherished with _ 
|. reverence, relied on as our guide, obeyed with most watchful and = ~ 
scrupulous fidelity, communed with as to all the deep and blessed 
things of God’s kingdom,—these seem to be the spiritual elements | 
of this most wonderful relation. 
Is it any wonder that such a relation should be productive, 

- should really bring forth the fruits of a holy heart and life? Cer- 
tainly not—if an indwelling God can produgg holiness in human 
hearts, 

‘The subject has an almost unlitglted range of personal applica. 


tion ; but whatever we may say on this point must be deferred to | 
another opportunity, = 3 
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FAITH WORKING BY LOVE© 4 


3 
FROM JAMES COURSE OF FAITE, ; 


WE can understand this easily cna by analogy. There is a 
| fellow-creature whom your misconduct has made your enemy. He 
- is powerful and can avenge the insult you have offered, and the 
injury you have inflicted. You dread him, and in equal propor- 
_ tion is your hatred of him. You shun him, for you are afraid of 
him, since you imagine he can entertain no purpose towards you 
but of revenge. But you mistake his character and his intentions. 
He is generous and forgiving, and out of mere kindness sends you 
a message that he is willing to pardon you and receive you to his 
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friendship. At first you cannot credit the assertion, and retain 
your dread and hate. . The message of mercy is repeated and | 
confirmed by evidence you cannot resist: your stubborn unbelief 

and sullen ill-will relax, and you begin to think more favorably of © 
his disposition towards you, and to feel a change coming over your | 


disposition towards him. At length you are brought into full con- 


fidence in his unmerited and surprising favor. ‘ Yes,’’ you 
exclaim, “it is really true — he that could have ruined me, pities 


and pardons me—I cannot doubt it, I believe it. Iam vail uli’ 
by love. O my benefactor, my benefactor, I thank thee — I love 
thee —and from this hour I will serve thee.” What is this ? 
Faith working by love: and a resemblance of the operation of the 


- grace of faith in the sinner’s heart towards Jesus Christ, and his — 
Divine Father. ‘* We love him because he first loved us;’’ and 


the cause of that entire change in all our views of and feelings 


towards God which constitutes conversion, is thus stated by the 
apostle : ‘“* We have known and believe the love that God hath to 
| us. God-is love. He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
and God in him.”’—1 John iv. 16. Herein is verified his own 


beautiful language to the Jews: “I drew them with cords of a 


man, with bands of love.””—Hosea xi. 4. O wondrous power of |— 


love! Mighty conqueror of man’s stony heart! How soft, yet 
how invincible thine influence! But it must be believed to be 


_ victorious. Doubts and fears of its reality, or its sincerity, | 


deprive it.of its force. Even the infinite, omnipotent love of the 
eternal God can have no power over the soul that is steeled in 
unbelief. It is faith that unlocks, unbolts, unbars the gates of 
‘¢ Mansoul”’ for love, which is besieging it in vain till then, to 


enter and take full possession. And in every after-stage of the 


Christian life, it is this same faith keeping up the same lively 
sense of God’s love to us, that keeps up our love to God. 
Love being thus brought into the soul by faith, and kept there 


also, remains not idle or inert, but sets instantly to work. Love is 


the most active thing in all the world. See it in the conduct of a 
tender and faithful wife towards the husband of her heart. See 
it in the mother’s sleepless activities towards the babe at her 


| bosom. See it in the devoted servant towards the master of his 
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choice. » What will not love do in the way of constant, self- deny- 


ing, untiring activity, or bear in the way of privation and suffer- 


fering. How hardly, yet how willingly, and cheerfully, and 


pleasantly, it works for its object. Work is pleasure — labor 18 


delight. Love seems to resemble the cherubic figure, having the — 
courage of the lion, the patience of the ox, the wing of the eagle, 


and all directed by the intelligence and will of the man. 
All this is true of love to God, which is the strongest, the 
tenderest, and most invincible of all loves. It is the sublime of 


love, the loftiest and noblest exercise of this master-passion of the. 


human soul. And then it works in the way of obedience; “For this 
is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.” — 1 John 
y. 8. It is not a mere emotion, but a principle—not only a mat- 
ine of the sensibility, but of the will; not the mere genial warmth 


| of a.soul of softer mould, but the steady, and in some cases stern — 
| resolve of a mind that lays hold of the strength of God, and says, 


‘‘ T will serve thee even unto death.”’ The works it performs are 


all things that God has enjoined. It takes up the moral law, and» 


says,“ All this will I do; my delight is to do thy will, O God.” 
It allows of no selections or exceptions, but says, “ Then shall I 


not be ashamed, when I have respect to all thy commandments.” It 


‘makes no stipulations, but surrenders itself to any conditions or 


- circumstances. It covenants for no limitations of time or place, — 


but is eager to serve everywhere, on earth and in heaven — and 


always, unto death and through eternity. There is one ‘thing, and 


one only in all the universe it hates, and that it does hate with an 


intense and unquenchable animosity in all its forms and degrees— 


and that is sin: and there is one thing it covets, seeks, and prays 
for, with all its heart, and soul, and sirenaih —and that is holi- 
ness. Such is ease such the working of farth by love. 


OQ, mow heavy is my work, when faith cannot take hold of an 
almighty arm for the performance of it! Many times have I 
been ready to sink in this case. Blessed be God! that I may 

repair to a full fountain. — Brainerd. 
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BELECTED. 


“THE FIRST ITINERANT PREACHER IN WALES.” 


FROM THE WESLEYAN MAGAZINE, 


) 


“Twas led,” says Hardie speaking of the year 1743, ** to find 
that every truth, when revealed by the Spirit, is practical, and 
will have its proper influence on the soul by humbling the sinner, 
and exalting the Saviour. And as the glory of God, displayed in 
our nature, thus shed its divine rays on my soul, I felt that it 
increased my faith, and that my love became more habitual, my 
| Joy more solid, my resignation more entire, my spirit and temper | 
‘more smooth and quiet ; and I had more bowels of compassion — 
and mercy towards poor sinners. I now understood the meaning 
of several scriptures, which I could not spiritually apprehend 
before. I came to see much greater depth and more glory in 
other scriptures than 1 ever did before ; and every moment of 
time became more precious to me.’ 

Quite as early as this date, the religious state of the “ Socie- 
ties”? was reviewed, and arrangements for the regulation of the 
whole were made, in meetings known among our friends of the 
. Principality by the name of “ Associations.” Several extracts 
a from the ‘‘ Minutes” of these meetings, given by Mr. Morgan, 
show how anxious the good men were to follow the sacred cloud ; 
-and they speak, in particular, of ‘“ the voice of God’s § pirit 
drawing ”’ them “into a better order.” The notes mj! 
regard t to the different ‘* Societies” may be estimated by a sample 
‘or two. Of those in the Neath district we read: “ They cannot 
eat, drink, nor sleep with comfort, until they find Him whom their 
soul loveth. To be without God’s presence is most distressing.” 
Of the members in Cwmdu: “They are twelve in number, having 
one Steward and one Private Exhorter among them. They have | 
so much of the presence of the Lord sometimes, that they cannot 
refrain from crying out, —‘ Lord, it is enough!’ They feel so 
much in private prayer, that they wish not to leave until they 
depart and be with Christ.’’ Individual experiences. are also 
reported: e. g.,— T. James—full testimony abiding. M. Bowen 
—earnestly seeking Jesus. J. Jones—in much bondage, waiting. 
M. Jones—this word sealed to her, ‘I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love.’ D. Evans—closely walking with God. M. 
Evans—in her first love. A. Rice—very legal. HE. Williams— 
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on the borders of glory. K. Williams—justified but in the fur- 


nace. C. Jones—full testimony, close walk.” | 


Mr. Wesley attended an “Association” held in Bristol, Janu- 


“1. How we may remove any hindrances of brotherly love 


which have occurred? 2. How we may prevent any arising 


hereafter ?—It was feared that, in consequence of Mr. Wesley’s 
preaching in Neath, there would be a separation in the Society. 
He answered, ‘I do not design to erect a Society at Neath, or 
any town in Wales, where there is a Society already; but to do 
all that in me lieth to prevent any such separation.’ 


© We all agreed that, if we occasionally preached among each 
other’s people, we should endeavor to strengthen, and not to 
weaken, each other’s hands, and prevent any separation in the 


' several Societies. That a brother from Wesley’s should go with 


Harris to Plymouth and the West, to heal the breach there made, — 


and to insist on a spirit of love and its fruits among the people. 


Agreed,—that we should, on each side, be careful to defend each 

From the notes of a similar meeting held in London, Septem- 
ber, 1749, the following passage claims to be copied : — “‘ We 
came to a determination to stand by one another in connection, 
preaching the Lord Jesus ia a catholic spirit to all the churches ; 
but as we are called in an especial manner in the Established 
Church, we felt it our duty to continue in its communion. Being — 


. 


sensible of our utter inability to perform the duties of love to each 


other, we trust wholly to the Lord for strength that we may bear 
each other’s burdens, [and] rejoice in each other’s gifts and 


graces, having but one heart, mind, and soul. We settled our 


rounds, being firmly united to one another, to go anywhere with 
our lives in our hands ; having cast up the account to be poor and 
despised ; having nothing in view but to preach Christ crucified 
to poor sinners, to be apprehended by a living faith, of the opera- 
tion of God, productive of all the fruits of the Spirit, and Gospel | 
obedience to all the Divine commands.” _ “— 


During these years, the right hand of the Lord was doing 
valiantly. From a mass of correspondence Mr. Morgan gleans 
various statements which illustrates the progress of the work, 
especially in Wales. We read much of “silent weeping, hol 
mourning, shouts of joy,” and cries of ‘ Glory in the highest! ” 
—of the congregations of the admirable Daniel Rowlands, as 
“consisting of far above two thousand, whereof a great part are 
brought to glorions liberty, and walk soundly and firmly in clear 
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light,’’—of Mr. Whitefield’s preaching “to twelve thousand at 


Llys-y. ‘fran,’ of whom ‘ most,” it was believed, ‘“‘ met with God 


there,’”’—of Davies, of Pembrokeshire, who sounded the Gospel 
trumpet at Capel-Evan in the ears of about four thousand ; a mul- 
titude of whom were overpowered by the sin-convincing Spirit. 
‘¢ Hosanna to the Son of David!” cries this blessed man. “In 
the afternoon I preached again, and then met the Society, and 
had the presence of God with us in a wonderful, ravishing man- 


ner. ‘The good wine was kept until the last. Hundreds were so 
filled with it, that they broke forth with singing, and so continued 


for some hours ; yea, many, all night in their way home, who 
lived some miles distant. The echo of their praises might be 


heard almost over the country, and the air rang with their 
‘Hallelujah!’ ‘There is such power,’ Rowlands ‘testifies, was. 


I never felt before, given me in preaching, and administering the 
Lord’s Supper. The Lord comes down amongst us in such a 
manner as words can give no idea of. Though I have, to prevent 


nature mixing with the work, openly discountenanced all crying | 


out ; yet such‘is the light, view, and power God gives very many 


in the Ordinance, that they cannot possibly help crying out, prais-_ 


ing and adoring Jesus, being quite swallowed up in God: and 
thus I was obliged to leave my whole congregation, being man 

hundreds, in a flame, — the one catching it from the other. This 
is our condition generally every Sabbath. ‘The convictions are 


“now more deep and solid than formerly.” 


In many parts of Breconshire, Refaseabiel and Montgomery- 
shire, the people were “‘ meeting at five o’clock in the morning, to 


adore and worship the Lord together.’’ These exercises were 


resumed in the evenings, and were sometimes “ kept up all night 


in prayer and praise.” The ministers were compelled, even gen- 


erally, to officiate in the open air, ‘no house being able to con- 


tain the people.” Several clergymen of the Hstablished Church 


preached day and night in houses, barns, fields; “ all the countr 

being ready to receive the word.” ‘* Many were called, and 
wounded ; whilst others were so favored with views of Immanuel, 
as to be kept up whole nights singing His praises. They were so 
filled with His love that they were obliged to say, ‘ Lord, hold 
Thy hand!’”’ The enemy raged in several counties ; but the 
soldiers of Jesus were more than victorious. At one time, during 


the autumn of 1748, Harris did not take off his clothes for seven 


nights together, “ being obliged to meet the people and discourse 


at midnight, or very early in the morning, to avoid persecu- 
tion.”’ 


In many other instances, alas! the fine tale became dim. The 
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remarks which follow are monitory. ‘I saw a spirit,” says 
Harris, ‘‘ creeping in among us, very different from that which ~ 
had been before ; a spirit of levity, pride, and unwatchfulness. — 
And this appeared to take place immediately after those extensive 
transports — the effects of nature in a measure — which many 
seemed to enjoy in hearing the word and singing. The spirit of 
true seriousness, that had begun to prevail, was at length almost 
extinguished. The spirit of awakening sinners under the minis-— 
try of the word was also lost in a great measure, ye with 
the substantial fruits of it in the hearts of men. Although the 
number of teachers was increasing daily, I discovered in some of 
them a desire to be thought wise and popular, and a tendency to ~ 
_ please men ; while a great many of my dearest friends both in Eng- 
land and Wales, seemed to be losing their former simplicity. Thus 
the enemy appeared to advance like a flood, and seemed to be now 
doing, by other means, what he had failed to do by outward oppo- 
sition. In a word, the spirit that had begun and carried on the 
work for a while, was gradually dying away. Many saw this, and 
were, like myself, much concerned: we waited for the Lord’s 
return to renew the work.” 3 
The aim of the present paper being simply practical, it is right 
to add, that Harris himself seems to have been betrayed not only 
into the use of certain expressions which a pure theological dialect — 
would reject, but into some manifestation of anger also, when his 
brethren remonstrated against these. They judged that there 
_ was a tendency to Sabellianism, though there is no proof of a very 
distinct apprehension in what that heresy consisted. Mr. Morgan 
suggests that it is likely, on the other hand, that the people were 
but very partially instructed in the system of Christian truth. A 
| note of warning is thus conveyed: ‘ One of the old professors 
— told Mr. Charles, of Bala, once in conversation, that he and some 
others were together in a Private Society for five years, and yet 
scarcely knew anything, in a theological sense, of the Person of | 
Christ ; and that when they heard a preacher referring to that 
subject, they understood but little of it! He asked the old Chris- 
tian, what did they preach to them? He answered, that they 
heard of nothing but the evil of sin, hell-fire, and damnation, until 
they trembled with great fear and heartfelt consternation!” 
Discords arose; and the flame was fanned by “ talkative, mischief- 
making professors,’ —a generation, alas! still surviving. This — 
painful chapter of the history we need not now. pursue. It is 
more pleasant to copy from a letter written by Harris, in the sum- 


mer of 1748, a couple of sentences which breathe of contrition 
and reviving love : — | 
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My VERY DEAR BrotuerR RowLanps,—We have all grieved 


the Holy Spirit, who has so highly favored us; and we have 


greatly provoked the Holy One of Israel to expose our nakedness. 
O, my brother, it is well for us that he is indeed God over all, 
clothed with our nature. To the dust let us go, and fall low, even 


to nothing. Let us recover our first love, _ ? forth united 1 in 
our hearts, words, and actions.”’ 


Of the establishment at Trevecca, founded in 1752 for the resi- 
dence of Harris’s followers, Mr. Morgan gives an account in 
chapter xiv. The example of Professor Francke was, doubtless, 
in the eye of the ardent Welshman, who is said to have had at the 
time of the founding “neither friends nor money.” Yet the 
building was completed; numbers flocked to Trevecca; farms 
were taken in the neighborhood, and manufactories were estab- 


_ ished. Husbandry and trade were pursued, however, for the 
| “benefit of the common stock. ‘The institution continued to 


flourish until some time after Harris’s decease. His people were 
considered as good farmers, intelligent and industrious in business. 
The produce of their fields not only supplied the wants of the 
establishment, but furnished a large surplus for the market. The 
members of the. community also manufactured, beside other arti- 


cles, large quantities of fine flannels, which were in high request — 
in the country around, and large orders were executed for Bristol.” 


Harris, meanwhile, preached here twice or thrice a day, and reg- 


ularly held private meetings for Christian fellowship. All the 


members of his large family were wont to meet before dawn to 
pay their homage to “the Most High. | 

At a later date, when the Missionary conscience of the church 
had been stirred, he seriously thought of going to proclaim Christ 
‘in regions beyond. > He was restrained only by a sense of his 
unworthiness, and of the necessities of Wales. But the sacred 
fire was kindled. Many felt its glow; and Williams, one of 
Harris’s sons in the Gospel, touched a sweeter string of his 


“Let the Indian, let the Negro, 
Let the rude barbarian see‘ 
That Divine and glorious conquest 
Once obtain’d on Calvary 
Let the Gospel 
Loud resound from shore to shore. 


“Fly abroad, thou mighty Gospel, 
in and conquer, never Cease ; 
May thy lasting, wide dominion 
Multiply and still increase ; 
the sceptre, 
‘Saviour, all the world aroun 
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‘¢T must declare,” writes Harris, on the brink of the grave, ‘I 
_ die weeping over Wales, especially over those who once appeared 


ing forever. professors, let me speak to you when I am dead; 


imagine. You are in danger of falling, as the Israelites did in 
the wilderness: I have reason to fear lest the enemy should blind 
you, as he did the Jews. God is the same now as he was then, 
and the enmity of fallen nature the same; only the sin of unbe- 


condemned, broken-hearted and sincere. If you would have 
peace with Him, throw down your weapons, cease from your own 


| It is enough that the Lamb is on Mount Sion, and has all your 


in Him, who, though He is your God, is also your Brother and 
_ Friend. He will not leave you long before he calls you to share 
in that glory which he is now preparing for you.. The cry of my 
soul is, ‘ Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!’ O how I love the 
glorified spirits, and long to be among them, because they have no 
guile, no self, no corruption, no slavish fear; no wisdom, or 
righteousness, but that of the Lamb!” | 


And.I think I have from him insatiable cries to go home to my 


leave to hope that my work is done, and that I shall soon come 
into His presence. My soul is like one at the door, waiting to be 
called in. I feel my spirit leaving all places, things, and men 
here below. O let me eat no more of the bread that perisheth ; 
be Thou my bread forever. Be Thou my sun, and let me see 
, thisno more. O take me where Thou showest Thy glory.” 

_ “Tam already on Mount Sion. I have seen great glory in 


that God-man before, but nothing in comparison of what I now 
behold in Him.” 


in his sixtieth year. Not fewer than twenty thousand people 
assembled on the occasion of his burial. Mine sermons were 
addressed to these multitudes; and the presence of him who is 
“the resurrec‘ion and the life” made the place glorious, especially 


to run well; and who, as 1 thought, would be my crown of rejoic- 
let these my dying requests sink into your hearts. Let my death — 


| be a means of awakening you, and making you sensible of your | 
spiritual state, which is more naked, wretched, and poor than you ~ 


_ lief is now greater, since we have their fall before our eyes. God 
pities, forgives, and receives none but those who are poor, self-— 


wisdom, become as little children, and reccive the truth in love.’ 
‘‘T take leave of you all, wherever you are, for a little while. 


cares and burdens on Himself. While others are distressed about — 
many things, you have but one thing to mind, even your interest, 


“T find that my Saviour’s will is my heaven, be it what it may. 


Father, Saviour, and Comforter. I adore Him for giving me 


This pilgrim was taken to his everlasting home, July 21st, 1773, 
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when the Lord’s Supper was administered. ‘ Many old Chris- 
_ tians,” says Lady Huntingdon, giving Mr. Romaine an account of 
this solemn occasion, ‘‘ told me they had never seen so much of 
the glory of the Lord and the riches of his grace, nor felt so much 
of the Gospel before. | 
— © Zion shall yet look forth, ° fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with banners.’ I doubt not but the light 
of the Gospel-sun shall yet increase as the light of seven days ; 


for the mouth of the Lord hath 7" It. ‘Even so, come Lord 
Jesus, come quickly!” 


ORIGINAL. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 
Dear Bro. Decen :—For the past two years, I have been impressed with the 
- Conviction that I ought to confess, through a medium more extended than any I 
have heretofore employed, what God hath-done for me, one of the most unworthy 
_ “of all who e’er his grace received.” As for several days past the impression has 
been growing stronger, I have undertaken, in reliance, I trust, on the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, to give you some account of my experience. I submit it entirely for 
your disposal, and shall feel in no wise aggrieved if it be rejected. I have taken 
the Guide nearly three years, and I purpose, Providence permitting, to take it as 


| long as I live. It ought to be in the hands of every one who intends to glorify 
God, by living the life of a Bible Christian. 


Ir is now nearly thirty-four years since God spake peace to my 
soul. Iwas then fourteen years of age. About five or six weeks 
after my conversion my mind was directed to the subject of higher 
attainments in religion, by the following circumstance. While at 
school one morning, a cloud arose, attended with strong wind and 
severe thunder and lightning. The teacher having given us per- 
mission to lay aside our books till the cloud had passed, I was 
returning to my seat when my attention was arrested by an old 
book, lying on the writing table. Curiosity led me to look into it, 
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and, notwithstanding the fury of the storm, I crept behind the 
door, and began to read. The sentiment of the author which | 
most deeply impressed me was, that justification being the begin- 
ning of the work of grace in the heart, we are not to rest there, 
but go on to entire sanctification, ‘‘ perfecting holiness in the fear 
of God,” for ‘ without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” I 
did not recollect of ever having heard anything on this subject 
before. Conviction fastened itself on my mind, and I there 
resolved that I would without delay seek this higher state of 
grace. Thanks be to God, who enabled me by his free grace to 
keep that resolution. On leaving the school, I went directly to 
my boarding house, without saying anything to any one —and 
retiring to my chamber, I fell upon my knees, and began to pour 
out my heart to the Lord, believing that he was both able and 
willing to supply my lack, and that he would do it then. I con- 
tinued all day fasting and wrestling with God in prayer. I had 
no thought of leaving the room where I was, until I- should have 
the evidence that the work was done. I had not learned in theory 
whether the work was gradual or instantaneous. The Holy Spirit 
who was my only teacher, seemed to point to the present —“ now 
is the accepted time—now is the day of salvation.” About sun- 
set, as I was lying on the bed, (for I had struggled, and wept, 


and fasted, till I was very much exhausted in body,) the company — : 


below stairs commenced singing that (to me) ever precious hymn, 


“ My God, my portion, and my love, 
My everlasting all,” &. , 


I listened till they reached the verse, 


“ And whilst upon my restless bed, 
Among the shades I roll, 
If my Redeemer shows his head, 
‘Tis morning with my soul.” F 
| | f 
_ When such a stream of light and glory came into my soul, and 
with such power, that I was unable to raise myself from the spot. 
My soul was full of glory —and it seemed to me that the room 
itself was filled with the Divine presence. With all the remain- 


ing strength I had I shouted, Glory! The sound of my voice 
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was like electricity on those assembled below stairs. In the lan- 

guage of Mr. Bramwell, ‘‘ Heaven came down to,earth ; it came 
| into my soul, and holy power came on every one in the house.” 
They came running to where I was; and while some shouted, 

others fell upon their knees, crying for mercy. They oomtined 
in these exercises till about one o’clock. There is no event of my | 
. | life which remains so vividly on my mind, as the circumstances of 
that glorious period. O, what blessedness I enjoyed ! No lan- 
guage can describe 


h 
> 
a 


“Tis more than angel tongues can tell, Pee | 
angel minds conceive.” 


I would by no means undervalue a justified state—for at the time 
| I was pardoned, my happiness was unspeakable. Nor did I seek 
a higher state because I expected that it would increase my joys, 
|. for it seemed to me that I could not be happier in this world. | 
But O how little did I know of what was in reserve for me! ‘True | 
it is that “* eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered | 
into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared ‘for | 
- them that love him.” Yet God did reveal them unto me by his | 
] Spirit! And to my mind, the difference between the happiness , 


ae I enjoyed at the time of conversion, and what I experienced when 
Y God bestowed this last blessing, was as great as that of day break 

in the morning, compared with the brightness of the sun at noon- 
day. fe | be to God! I feel the holy fire while I write. . 


| 
“© that the mr would taste and see — | 
The riches of his grace ; 

The arms of love that compass me, ie 
| 
| 
| 


Would all mankind embrace.” 


Weeks elapsed after the events above recorded, and I returned 
home. Here I had no one to guide me in the way, as those who 
professed religion neither seemed to know or care anything about 
sanctification. Then again there were none among the young © 
people in the neighborhood that made any pretensions to religion | 
’ at all,—so that having many temptations and adverse influences, I _ 
gradually declined, before I was sensible of my danger. My © 
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— associates, though irreligious, were a harmless, good sort of people, 
and I did not anticipate danger until I found myself insensibly led 
to imbibe their spirit. Being deprived of the public means of 
grace, I became more and more indifferent, and neglected my 
— secret devotions, till, with sorrow and shame I confess it, I lost 
all my peace and joy. But, blessed be God! though I forsook | 
my Saviour, and basely yielded to the tempter, he did not give | . 
| me up, but led me to feel, and that most deeply, from what height | — 
I had fallen, and kindly bade me rise again. After six or eight | 
months, the most wretched of my life, I retarned to the Lord, and he 
returned unto me. He restored to me the joys of my first love 
in July, and in the September following as I again came relying 
wholly on the mercy of God in Christ, he once more imparted the 
blessing of sanctification. 

or years I went on rejoicing in the King’s highway, frequently 
filled “‘ unutterably full of glory and of God.” How earnestly 
did I long at this time, to depart and be with Christ, which I felt Ce 
would have been far better. | 
Since that time, however, I have at diferent periods, owing to | 
- various causes, lost the witness of the Spirit. But I am never at 
rest, nor can I be happy without it. I have been in very feeble 
health for many years, which together with a natural tendency in > 
my disposition to despond, has contributed greatly, no doubt, to 
this irregularity in my experience; but still, had I been more 
faithful, I might have retained the witness of my acceptance 
more uniformly. 
About twelve years ago, after a Jeng gloomy season, at times 
hoping, and then again despairing, I received the Spirit’s wit- 
ness very clearly, and my mind was deeply impressed with the 
duty of confessing it. But the tempter suggested that I — 
had better wait and see whether the expected fruit would 
appear. I yielded; and again my comfort was withdrawn. 
Shortly after, I fell into a very unhappy state of mind, by giving 
way to various reasonings. The enemy came in like a flood, and 
for a time I was left to his cruel power. Though I continued to 
search the Scriptures, and call upon the Lord day and night for 
help, all appeared in vain. Long and painful was the struggle. 
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For six years I made no visible progress. But thank God, the 
captain of my salvation has again triumphed. One day, as I was 
reading the Bible, I came to these words, which were applied 
with power to my poor unworthy heart: ‘ From this day-will I 
bless you.’”’ I was strengthened to lay hold on the word of the 


| Lord; and that very night, while at secret prayer, he did indeed 
| bless me with an overwhelming sense of his love. O cursed un- 


belief! that separated me from my Saviour, and caused me to 
grieve him so long. Justly have I deserved all I have had to 
_ suffer, and a thousand times more. I think I have discovered a 
great error in the past in looking for the witness of the Spirit, 
apart from the written word. I find we must take God at his 
word, and resolutely believe the promises. We are told that 
“God is no respecter of persons ;” then why should we not lay 
an unyielding claim to all the promises, which are indeed yea, and 
amen in Christ Jesus, to every penitent seeker of salvation. 


Here, I think, was my real difficulty ; and I doubt not the dif- 
ficulty of many. I trusted in Christ, and was sincere ; but I did 
not come boldly to the throne of grace, and claim the promises my. 
own. In all my reading and searching for these many years, I | 


never saw this exhibited so clearly as I did during the session of 
the Tennessee Annual Conference, held in Shelbyville, 1849. Dr. 
Wadsworth preached from Heb. vii. 25: ‘* Wherefore He is able 


to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing © 


He ever liveth to make intercession for them ;”” and it pleased fhe 


Lord to speak to me through his word, by the mouth of his ser- 


vant. My case was exactly described. The exceeding great and 


precious promises came rushing in to my mind, till like a boat that 


has been fast upon a sand bar, floats off upon the rising of the - 
waters, my soul was wafted on into the ocean of peace and love. | 


But all is of grace through faith. ‘ Thanks be unto God who 


giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’’ Therefore | 


I would say to all who may read these lines : — 


“ Be as holy and as happy, 
And as useful here below, 
As it is your Father’s pleasure ; 
Jesus, only Jesus know. | 


‘ 
a, 
4 
+ 
‘a. 
44 
‘ 
g 
4 
7, 
4 
x 


} 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
“phe 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
¢ 
Mg 
| 


GUIDE T0 HOLINESS. 


Spread, O spread the holy fire! 
Tell, O tell, what God, has done! 
Till the nations are conformed 

To the image of his Son.” 


March 10, 1853. 


Misstanary Wark. 


ORIGINAL. 


THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRIZE. 


BY REV, W. BUTLER. 


NO. XIV. 


_ A MOVEMENT has commenced in Sierra Leone which is justly 


distinguished as remarkable, in which numbers of idols have been 


given up or cast away by those who had hitherto been addicted 
and enslaved to their worship. 


It is a sign of the times, being a clear result of the dissemina- 


| tion of Scripture truth among the people. The knowledge of 
God thus communicated, has, by the Divine Spirit, produced its © 


proper effects in the abandonment of idolatry, and in the adoption 
of the worship and service of Christianity. A supplement to the 
‘Wesleyan Missionary Notices”’ for February has just been 


It appears to have commenced at the settlement of Aber- 
deen, about the 17th of November, and from thence to have 
spread, within a few days, t9 Murraytown and Freetown. We 
Fletcher and Gilbert, under date Dec. 24, 1852: — 


Sierra Leone are casting their idols ‘ to the moles and to the bats.’ 


few weeks since, Mr. George, our schoolmaster at Murraytown, 


brought out, which is devoted to this movement in Sierra Leone. | 


take the following extract from the letters of Rev. Messrs. 
‘The Committee will be glad to hear that the idolaters of 


The kingdom of Satan is falling as lightning to the ground. A 
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came to the mission house, and requested that one or two mission- 
aries would come immediately to Murraytown, as the idolaters 
_ were giving up their idols. As it was past five on Sunday even- 
ing when he came, we postponed it until the next day. On the 
| following morning, Mr. Reay and myself rose at four o ‘clock, and 
| started off to this village. We arrived there just as it was getting 
* |} light. We.at once proceeded to the constable’s house ; and we | 
were rataer surprised to find his piazza full of idols and other 
- superstitious stuff, which had been brought to him the day previ- 
| ous. He very kindly took us to the houses of these idolaters. 
We talked to them about their souls, and exhorted them to look to 
Christ as their Saviour, Redeemer, and God. One man, who 
voluntarily gave up his idol to us, said that he had been an idola- 
> | ter twenty-five years, now he intended to go to chapel. On 
| me é ‘Sunday, the 12th of this month, I went to Murraytown, and 
| “| preached to those people who had lately given up their idols. 
| The chapel, which has been lately rebuilt, was: crowded ; all paid 
| great attention while I enforced these words: -‘ Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols.’ On the same day, I baptised 
twenty-eight males and females, twenty-five of whom were adults ;. 
a | andI received forty-seven as members on trial; but some of these 
_ were backsliders. As I looked upon these prerse as they knelt 
| down to be baptised, my feelings overcame me.” At Freetown, 
2 such a number of idols were given up as no one suspected the ~ 
place to have contained. The people took the matter into their 
own hands, and became such enthusiastic iconoclasts that Mr. 
Fletcher tells us all other work was suspended. In crowds, but 
not tumultuously, they paraded through the streets, carrying the 
neathen deities in procession, to deliver them up to the Magis- 
trates and missionaries. Mr. Fletcher turned his apartments into | 
a museum for the exhibition of these unsightly abominations, and 
he informs us that he cannot estimate how many thousands of 
people came to view them. Day after day his rooms “ were 
thronged with spectators; many came from a distance of fourteen | 
miles, and a few even twenty miles, to investigate them; and the 
fame of them has spread along the coast for many miles. Hun- 

dreds expressed their astonishment at what they saw.” 
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The work is extensive and spreading, and is another of those 
illustrations which frequently occur to show how powerful and 
efficient are the resources of Him in whose hand are the hearts ~ 


of all men, and before whose powerful Spirit every obstacle must 


give way. The salvation of the world is a fixed purpose in the 
mind of God. The pace may be slow and unequal, but the ten- 
dency is onward, and the result may be eventually rapidly devel- 


oped; and such, it is our firm conviction, will be the effect of 


what is now in progress not only in Sierra Leone, but also in 


Liberia, and at the Cape Colony in the South. A large propor- 


tion of the labor hitherto has been prospective, but its effects are 


already in incipient operation ; and on all ordinary principles, a 


power once in motion is calculated to gather velocity and momen-_ 
tum’ by its own career. (Tennent. ) When the time shall have 


arrived for the mighty masses of Africa to move with a more: | 
simultaneous impulse, it is impossible to calculate the effect; but 


looking. to the magnitude of the operations which have been so- 


long in process, to the vastness of the agencies which have been 


organized, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the last conquests 
of Christianity may be achieved with incomparably greater 
rapidity than has marked its earlier progress and signalized its 
first success ; and that in the instance of Africa, “ the ploughman 
may overtake the reaper, the treader of grapes him that soweth 
the seed,’ and the type of the prophet be realized — “a nation 


shall be born in a day.” The proximity of Sierra Leone to 
Liberia invests this great work with an additional interest and 


importance ;—as both those colonies bear a relation to the evan- 


gelization of Africa, the value of which cannot be overrated. The 


time hastens when—no longer prostrating her imploring supplica-_ 
tions to idols that cannot save — “ Ethiopia shall streteh out her 

The Wesleyan missionaries in Feejee pursue their labors amid 
scenes of varied hope and fear. As an instance of the daily 
scenes through which they pass, we give an extract from a 
letter of Mrs. Binner, wife of one of the missionaries, under date 
of July 28th, 1852. She says: “ You can form no conception at 
home of the work that wants doing among these naked cannibal 
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murderers. To give you some idea, I will tell you a circumstance 


that has occurred under my own eyes. A Feejeean, named 


_ Keppa, living at an island opposite, called Makanai, had a grudge 


against Tui Livuka, (our chief,) and got permission from the 


King of Feejee to kill some of the Livuka people. He then came 
and borrowed Tui Livuka’s canoe and above twenty men ; he then 


made up the number to forty, with men of his own town that he 
disliked, and sent the whole to a town at a distance to buy mast, 
having previously given instructions for them to be killed. Thirty- 
three were killed and eaten; two were saved, because related to 
a great chicf, who would have revenged their death; but they 
were compelled to assist in cooking their companions. The other 
five escaped.”” Such scenes are of common occurrence ; and she 


gives other instances in her letter. But even in this land of 


blood the Gospel of Christ is. gaining its triumphs ; a native or- 
dained ministry is being raised up, and over 2,000 of its people 


| are enrolled in the membership of the Methodist Church. 


In the island of Hayti, the Wesleyan Missionary Society has 
established five circuits, under six missionaries. They have nearly 
500 church members, with nearly 1,000 scholars. Of late God 
has granted them great encouragement. The missionaries write 
that prejudice against Protestantism in general, and Methodism in 
particular, is gradually giving way, and evangelical truth 1s com- 


mending itself to the minds of the population. Although in one 
or two instances they had just reason to complain of a painful — 


bearing toward religious intolerance. Yet, upon the whole, the con- 


-tinent of Europe wight learn highly-useful lessons on this subject, 
even from African-descended Hayti; nor are we without hope 
that these fine feelings of religious liberty which are known to 
exist in that country, will be in the end fully and happily devel- 


oped, aud long-afflicted Hayti rise in piety, intelligence, and 
prosperity. 
Shelburne Falls, March, 1853. 


LIVE not so much upon the scat of God, as upon the God of — 


comforts. — Mason. 
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FAMILY GATHERINGS 


Suc: is the name which has been given, and we think very properly, to meet- 
ings, held in the city of New York, by the friends, and for the promotion of 


Chitoriol Miscellany. 


holiness. We have long been persuaded that meetings of this kind, if rightly 


this. follow ? 


giving it to our readers. 
do, yea, and will rejoice. 


Dear Bro. Decen:-~- Our Family Gatherings 
interest to the lovers of Holiness in this city. I 
one of our ministers an account of our last gathering, when it occurred to m 

mind that the same intelligence might be pleasing to the readers of the Guide. I 


send the extract. I will also send you another article, which, if you think well, 
you may copy. It contains truth which h 


* * “rest where all our soul’s desire 
Is fixed on things above; | 

Where fear, and sin, and grief expire, 
Cast out by perfect love.” 


conducted, might be made of incalculable benefit in the spread of this holy leaven. 
Objections, we are aware, have been made on the ground that they tend to pro- — 
mote an exclusiveness which in time may lead to a severance from the church. Now 
no one could deprecate such a result more than ourself; but ‘we have yet to 
learn that there is any other foundation for such an objection, than a fear that it 
may be so. Not long since, we heard an esteemed brother in the ministry cite a 
number of instances where persons who had promoted gatherings of this kind, had 
failed to maintain the spotlessness of their profession in after life; and he urged 
these instances as a proof of the dangerous tendency of such meetings. But does 
We admit that individuals may through unwatchfulness and unbe- 
lief, fall from even the high state of entire sanctification ; but surely no one will 
affirm that an affiliation with those who enjoy like precious faith, and a frequent 
meeting, for the purpose of promoting its extension, tends to bring about such sad 
results. Our own experience and observation are decidedly in favor of these 
“gatherings.” Two or three years since, while stationed in Boston, we had the 
privilege of attending a few such meetings, and we can truly say, as far as we had © 
an opportunity of judging, they were occasions of great spiritual profit. Congre- 
gationalists, Baptists, Episcopalians, and Methodists there blended together in 
delightful harmony, as they unitedly sought that f 


Nor did they seek in vain. Many witnesses were then and there raised up, to the 
sufficiency of Christ’s blood to cleanse from all sin. These meetings were discon- 
tinued only for the want of some suitable person to take charge of them, the dear 
brother who had assumed this responsibility having been removed from the 
city. In New York they have been continued for many years, and we are glad to 
learn with the happiest results. A private letter from our beloved sister Palmer, 
relating to this and other topics has so deeply interested us, that we cannot forbear 
By whatever means this blessed cause is promoted, we 


New York, March 31, 1853. 
are occasions of remarkable 


had been writing to 


as been greatly blessed to me in my own 
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experience—truth which if it might be generally and experimentally apprehended. 
_ would exert an influence most important on the experience. Thanks be to God, 
the ‘‘ Christian has an altar.” How wonderful the condescensions of God in that 
he has made truth so tangible to the perceptions, that the wayfaring man, though 
a fool, shall not err. When I was a very little child, I had thoughts which I 
dared not utter, for even my infant heart chided me and told me that such long- 
ings were wrong. Before I was aware the longings of my heart would be going 
out thus. O that I had lived under the Mosaic dispensation, for then I would 
know how to present such a sacrifice to God as I might know to be acceptable. I 
woulda take pains, let the cost be what it might. to get just such a sacrifice as God 
hor _. had described as acceptable in his law; I would then go and see it laid on God’s 
hy altar, and then I would know that the offering was acceptable, for it could not be 
Otherwise than “holy, acceptable” if it were just such a sacrifice as the law re- 
quired, and were laid on the altar. As often as these longings of my infant heart 
would obtrude, I chided them, and would have put them far away from my infant | ° 
heart, for I knew that it was my duty to believe the present dispensation far ex-\ 
ceeding in glory the former dispensation. But O how my childish heart pined for 
something tangible in religion. How shall I sufficiently adore’ the goodness of 
God in opening the eyes of my understanding. For many years past have I ~ 
found all these longings satisfied. Now, faith is to me the substance of things 
hoped for. The Holy Spirit through the Scriptures reveals Christ as the Chris- 
tian’s altar. In presenting myself through Christ, the offering is ‘‘ holy, accepta- 
ble.” An offering presented to God through Chris thust be “holy, acceptable,” 
for the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. But my pen is running on wholly 
beyond anything I intended. If you should be in this city, let me invite you to 
a meeting held at our house at 3 o’clock every Tuesday afternoon. This meet- 
ing is held particularly for conversation and prayer on the theme of holiness. 
It has been held for the last nineteen years, and I do not doubt but hundreds 
‘ in the eternal world will testify of the sanctifying influences received through its . 
instrumentality. Here, in a more emphatic sense than under any other circum- 
stances I have known, the words exemplified,— - | ee 


/ 


‘‘Names, and sects, and parties fall, 
And Christ alone is ail in au.” 


| 
* We seldom, if ever, convene but there are individuals from various denomina- 

: , tions present, both of the ministry and membership. We scldom have less than i 
: half a dozen ministers present. Last week there were three or four Methodist - 

| ministers present, and two Presbyterian ministers. Dr. Bangs and Dr. Bond were 


. 
\ 
3 
» 
2 


: of the former. Dr Bond in the midst of of the meeting, broke out in singing, 


Our souls by love together knit, , | | 
Cemented, mixed in one, &c. | 


While he was singing the Chorus, 


rill, a stream, a torrent flows,” 


it seemed as if the Lord poured floods of salvation upon his waiting disciples. 
Bro. Henry Moore rose and praised the Lord that Dr. B. was there, and had sung 
those words. Sister Shipman, amid tears and praises, exclaimed, ‘‘as Dr. Bond 
sang those words, 


oP 


‘A rill, a stream, a torrent flows "’ 


it seemed as if afresh stream from the throne of God was let down into my » 
soul.”” And O how the stream did indeed, through every vessel flow, in purest 
| streams of love. The interest on the subject of holiness has been most evidently 
rising. And for months past the interest has been more intense than ever. Our 
- parlors are crowded to excess, so that we find it difficult to accommodate all that 
come to these meetings. ai 
| May the Lord greatly bless you in your work — spreading Scriptural holiness 
| through these lands. Surely it is a work which Gabriel might covet. 
| } Yours in the bonds of perfect love, 
Puese PALMER. 
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The following is the article to w4ich Sister P. refers :-— 


WE HAVE AN ALTAR. | 
BY THE AUTHOR OF FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS, ETC. 


Bound on the altar of thy cross, 
Our old offending nature lies ; 
Now, for the honor of thy cause, | 
Come and consume the sacrifice.” — Wesley. 


God has so constituted the human mind that it seems to reqnire that truth 


«= should be made tangible to its perceptions.. The old and New Testament Scriptures * 
are strikingly adapted.to meet this necessity. The types of the Old Testament — 


prefigure the good things developed in the New, and in proportion to the magni- 
tude of the truth to be developed, is the type kept in imposing attitude before the 
mind Hence the importance of the divine admonition, ‘Comparing Scripture 
with Scripture.” The God of the Bible never’ gave one unmeaning type, and the 
pious Bible reader should not be satisfied until all the great leading truths of the 
Bible are made tangible to his mind. No one subject was so prominently kept be- 
fore the mind, under the old dispensation, as the altar and its sacrifices. le 

From this we may infer that some truth of remarkable magnitude is in- 
volved and prefigured. And now the question with every one, earnestly desiring 
to know of the most important truths connected with his salvation, should be, 
What great truth does God intend to make tangible to my perceptions by the altar 
and its sacrifices ? | | <a | 

Has the CurisTIAN an ALTAR answerable to the type so continuously kept before 
the mind under the old dispensation? Let an inspired apostle answer, ‘‘ We have an 


altar, whereof they have no right to eat who serve the tabernacle.’ If the first - 


was taken away in order that the second might be established, where then may the 
Christian’s altar be found? Christ says, *‘ For their sakes I sanctify myse/f, that they 
may be sanctified through the belief of the truth.” “ Sacrifice and offering thou 


wouldst not, but a body thou hast prepared me.” “ By the which will we are sanctified, 


through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all.” Paul, immediate- 
ly after declaring the fact, “‘ We have an altar,” directs the attention to Christ, and 


says, ‘‘ Let us therefore go forth to him,” &c.— Eminent Commentors do the same. | 
Benson says, “ Curist, who also is the only Christian altar, to which we bring all. 


our sacrifices and our services.” Dr, Clarke says, “the Christian’s altar is the 
Christian sacrifice, which is Jesus Christ with all the benefits of his passion and 
death.” All true Christians belong to ‘‘a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 


_ sacrifices acceptable to God by Christ.” And if of the royal priesthood, not only.» 
_ an altar, but sacrifices are implied, if he would be answerable to his sacerdotal pre- 


rogative. . Dr. Clarke says, ‘‘ In all metaphors there is something in the natural 


_- image that is illustrative of the chief moral property in the thing represented. 
And how strikingly and tangibly has the thing prefigured by the altar and its | 


sacrifices been apprehended by Christians of all ages. Where is the earnest be- 
liever, who has not, in the exercise of his holy vocation, exclaimed, ‘ I lay all up- 
on thine altar, O Lord.” “I present myself to thee, a living sacrifice.’ These 
utterances were not. in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth, and were induced as the spontaneous effusions of the gra- 
cious soul, as.the legitimate language of the heart accustomed to compare spiritual 
things with spiritual. The comer unto the Christian’s altar is constrained, by the 
mercies of God, to present himself a living sacrifice, and from the fulness of his 
heart exclaims, “I now lay all upon thine altar.” So David says, “Even upon 
thine altar,O Lord.” Where shall he present his sacrifice but upon the altar 


which God has erected, whereupon the polluted may come and be made clean — 
the unholy, and be made holy ? | | : 


*‘FOR WHETHER IS GREATER, THE GIFT, OR THE ALTAR ?” 

And in what was the foolishness and the blindness of the scribes and Pharisees 
displayed, so justly calling down the denunciations and woes of the Son of God? 
We may infer that they made far greater account of their poor, puny offerings 
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than they did of the sanctity and claims of the altar, upon which their offerings 


were laid. ‘The Jewish altar, being. subjected to various symbolical cleansings — 
the offering of a bullock upon it by way of atonement, &c., seven days in succes- 
sion, was anointed and sanctified, and was ordained to be an altar most holy — 
‘““Whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy.” ‘This altar was now the Lorp’s 
in such a peculiar sense, that whatsoever touched the altar became holy by virtue 
of the touch. From the moment the gift touched the altar it became virtually 
the Lord’s property. These scribes and Pharisees were comparatively unmindful 
of the great sanctity of the altar, thinking much more of the gifts which they 


brought to the altar than they did of the altar and its claims. The claims of God 


for the services of the altar had been clearly described. whith were the choicest of 


the kinds designated. When that which was blemished was Offered in sacrifice to — 
God, such as: the lame, torn, sick, or blind, it was an abomination to him; and 
however earnest or tearful the offerer might be, his offering was not regarded, 
_ and those who attempted to present such were charged with the awful, sacrilegious 


act of polluting God’s altar. But these scribes ‘and, Pharisees were not here re- 
buked for sinning after this similitude. It was because they lightly regarded the 


sanctity of the altar upon which their offerings were laid, as though the gifts 
which they brought to the altar were a matter of greater consideration with them 


than the“altar upon which their offerings were laid, which God had ordained -to be 
an altar most holy.’ It was therefore they said, ‘‘ Whosoever shall swear by the 


altar, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty.” 


DO YOU REGARD THE GIFT GREATER THAN THE ALTAR? 


Do you set a lighter estimate upon the altar than upon gifts which you bring to 
the altar?’ Thousands sin after this similitude, and bring woes upon themselves, 
as those pronounced upon the scribes and Pharisees. Christ, who has redeemed 
you wholly unto himself, now has, and ever has had, an all commanding claim 


upon all your ransomed powers. Body, soul, time, talents, influence and reputa- 


tion already belong to him. Have you rendered all up to him, or are there 


points of reservation in relation to one or all of these gifts with which God has in- 


trusted vou? "God has given you that body which now enshrines your spirit? 
do you think more of that gift than the claims which Christ has upon it? Have 
you said in your jeart, How can I give up my body as a whole burnt sacrifice, to 
be so laid upon God's altar as to preclude my ever again resuming it, as though I 


were my own, or at my own disposal? Or have you said in relation to other 


gifts — your time, reputation, or talents— how can I devote my time so exclusive- 
ly to holy service? And must I sacrifice my talents without reservation, so as to 


-manifest an entire absorption in the work of God? And then, my reputation, 


how can I surrender it, and become of no reputation for Christ's sake? ‘To the 


degree you have been shrinking from the surrender of these gifts, and thinking © 
-more about them than about the altar upon which they ought-long since to have 


been sacrificed, to that degree you have been sinning after the same similitude as 
the scribes and Pharisees. And yet more surely will you bring down the dis- 
pleasure of God upon you than they. For the altar to which youcomeis infinitely 
holy, and its demands on all your redeemed powers are infinite. 


Banvarp’s Question Boox.—We have been exceedingly pleased 


with the arrangment and plan of this little work. It is designed as a transition 


book between the “Infant Series” and the “Topical Question Book.” The sub- 


jects are well chosen, and the questions admirably adapted to the capacity of those 
for whom they are intended. We regard the pictorial illustrations as not among 


the least of its excellences.—Bosign : Heath & Graves, 79 Cornhill. 
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RECEIPTS FOR THE GUIDE. 


FROM JAN. 20, TO FEB. 15, 1853. 


§ Pays TO 
Asa M J Jan ’54 
Aplin NJ 1 Jan 7°54 
Ayer Ada D ‘1 Jan 54 
Andrus Miss M 1 Jan °54 
Armstrong Ada: 1 Jan 754 
Bement S T' 1 Jan ’54 
Bailey Geo 1 Jan ’54 
Bordwell M 4 dam 
Brigham MissE 1 Jan 754 
BeckwithJB July 753 
Bryant Abby L 1 Jan 754 
Blackburn Ww S 3 Jan ’54 
- Bajus Mrs J 1 Jan 54 
Barrows Rev 67 Jan 754 
Brown Rev A 1 Jan 754 
Brown Sarah A 1 Jan 754 
Brayton Rev H 1 Jan 54 
Bouvie MariaL 1 Jan 754 
Badger Lavina for 10 subs, 
Jan 4th 10 
. Baker Mary 1 Jan 754 
Burch Maria 1 Jan °54 
‘Buck [rena M 2 Jan °53 
Bigelow Sarah 1 Jan °54 
Brown John 1 Jan °54 
Ball Mrs EM 1 Jan °54 
Campbell C Jan 754 
Curtiss J Jr 1 Jan °54 
Coffin E G. 1 Jan °54 
Carpenter EJ 1 Jan 
Coombs Sarah H 1 Jan 754 
Chandler James . 1 Jan 754 
Chaplin R W 1 Jan °54 
- Copeland Sister 1 Jan 754 
| Clark Mrs D © 1 Jan 754 
Clay Lucinda 2 Jan °53 
Clark Mrs BF on ae’ t 
Crofoot Mrs BP 1- Jan 754 
Cutler Sarah J l Jan 753 
Cook Wm B 1 Jan ’54 
Coggin Geo 1 Jan °54 
Carr Amelia M 1 °50 
Collins LC L } Jan 754 
Dutter Mrs E } Jan 54 
Donaldson J 1 Jan 754 
Daniel Rev W V2 July ’53 
Doherty MaryC 1 Jan 754 
Dickerman M M 1 Jan 
Dunkle DH 2 Jan 754 
Demary Mrs N 2 July °53 
Davis AG 1 Jan 753 
Dayton J N 
Davis Mrs E 3 
Esselstyne H 1 Jan °54 
Ely Lucy 1 Jan °54 
~Ebey Matilda 1 Jan 754 
Emerson 1 Jan 
Farmer John 1 Jan °54 
French*Polly 1 Jan 54 
Fuller EG 233 Jan 754 
Fowler Mr 1 Jan 53 
Fisk Alice Jan 54 
Flitchner Emeline 1 Jan °54 
Fry John 1 Jan. °54 
Foster I H 1 Jan 54 
Farrington 8 1 
Griffin Betsey W 1 Jan °54 
Gilbert Lucy E 1 Jan 54 
Gray Miss I M 1 Jan °54 
-Goodnow Horace 1 Jan °54 


| Giles Ann E 


| Hill Louisa M 
| Hoyt Mrs C 


| 


Jan 754 
Gemmaway Rev R 
Hollinshead W H 
Hastings Miss H 
Hill Julia A © 


Hager Amos 50 Jan 754 
Hyatt AS an 
Hunt Benj July 753 


Halsey Mary 


Higgins Mrs W 
Higgins Mary E 


Higby Mrs 8S. Jan °54 
Hall BC | Jan 54 
Hawley TB Jan ’54 
Hiland Dr J Jan 754 


5 


Jolly Mrs AE ‘Jan 754 
Jenkins C W for 9 subs. from 


Kingston 9 all tu Jan 754 
Knowlton N Jan 754 
Knowlton Sarah 1 July 753 
King Amanda 2 Jan 54 
King George ly Jan 754 
Keener J Jr 1 Jan 754 
Kynett RevA J for 6 subs. from 


Davenport 6 allto Jan 54 
Livesey Rev W for 13 subs. from 
Provincetown 13 all to Jan’54 


Leggett E 1 Jan 754 
Littleton RevO = 1 Jan 754 
Leebrick Mrs EA 2 Jan 
Litchfield H 1 Jan 54 
Leach L W 2 July 53 
Lary Mary A 1. July °53 
Mudge RevZA 1 Jan 
Manly Ann 1 Jan 54 


McMurray S for 15 subs. from 


Halifax lballtoJan 54 
| Macfarlane J 1 Jan 54 
Mills A D 1 Jan °54 
McMaster R 1 Jan 
Moody Emily — 1 Jan 
Malcom Rev WD 1 Jan 
Myers George 3 Jan 54 
Markley D 1 Jan 753 
MallettG B 1 July °53 
McAnn Rev I 50 July 753 
McNeil Mis HS 1 Jan 754 
Mitchell Eliz Jan 
Moore Mrs H W_ 1s Jan +54 
Nichols Emily 1 Jan 54 
Nye Rebecca 1 Jan 754 
North Sarah 1 Jan 754 
‘Nash Mrs A- Jan °54 
Olmstead Emily 1 Jan 754 
Parmale Eliza 1 Jan °54 
Pitford Mrs 1s Jaan 
Perry Ellis 1 Jan 754 
Paul James 
Parker Sarah 1 Jan °54 
Powell Mary | 1 Jan °54 
Patch W W Jr I July 53 
Pease MrsSL 2 July 50 
Pent Mary E 1 Jan °54 
Parker Miss C A 1 Jan °54 
Pressey Ann E 1 Jan 53 
Ramsey MrsFR 1 Jan 54 
Ross Miss A F 1 Jan 54 
Rowe Rev J 1 Jan °54 


PAYS TO) 


$ Pays TO 


Rice Miss N 1 Jan °54 
Rich Miss E 1 Jan °54 
Robinson J T 1 Jan °54 
Rice George 175 July’53 
Rowell G W 1 Jan °54 
Riley Eliz 1 Jan °64 
Roe Huldah 1 Jan 54 
Smith T § 
StilesHB 1 Jan 54 
Strong Joel. 1 Jan 754 
Skinner Franklin 1 Jan °53 
Stevenson L l Jan °54 


Speed R A for 7 new and 7 old 


subs. 14 all to Jan 754 
Sedgwick Mrs EH 1 Jan 754 
| Slack Charles 1 Jun 54 
Sheed John: 1 Jan 754 
‘Shields Maria. 1 Jan 754 
Shaw N D 1 Jan 764 
Scott Mrs A E 1 Jan 754 
Stratton Mrs A. 1 Jan 54 
Stewart Sarah E 1 July °53 
Selleck Mrs B 
Seran RevJ W 1 Jan ‘54 
Sheldon AnnaR 1 Jan 54 
Stevens D M I Jan 754 
Trowbridge Jan 54 
Tooke RevJE 1 Jan 
Taylor Sarah 1 Jan 
Tinkham M 1 July 753 
Tabor C 1 Jan °54 
Tutt Mary Jan 754 
Thompson J J 1 Jan 54 
Thompson Lucy A Jan 
Turner Hannah 1 50 July’53 


Thompson AC 
Tabor Sarah 
Taplin Mrs H C 
Van Deusen A M 
Vangorden Rhoda 
Wilcox Susan 


White L Jan 754 
Webber Mrs F Jan °54 
Workman John Jan 54 
Wheeler Sally Jan 754 
Whitley RB 

Ward T D Jan 754 
Wilcox A Jan 54 


Wadsworth C 
Waring Mary H 
Warner Mather 


et 
< 
on 


Ward M M Jan 754 
Willis Jan °54 
Whitmore O July 
Wayne MissEL 1 Jan 54 
Woodruff ES 10 Jan 54 
Washburn Exa 1 Jan 54 
Weld Mrs C 1 Jan °54 
Wheeler Salmon 1 July ’53 
Willis EI 1 Jan °54 
Williams C 1 Jan °54 
Wheeler Rev T 1 Jan 54 
Wellborn JD 1 Jan °54 
Westervelt M 1 July ’53 
Worth Mrs Chas Jan 54 


Worster Harriet 6 subs. from 
Adrian 6allto Jan 754 
Young Wm 1 Jan 


DULY ACKNOWLEDGED. 
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